Pecgmber 2004
Pear Family and Frignds,

Merry Christmas! It is hard to beligve that it’s that timeg of year again —
timg has been flying by so quickly. {Is we contemplate the last year and a
half of marriage, we realizg how much has transpired and how truly blgssed we
arg. Sinceg we did not sgnd out a Igtter last Christmas, therg is mueh to sharg!
logt mg start at the bgginning...

s you know, weg wed in Julyg 2003, on ong of the hottgst, most humid days known to upstate New York.
dfter a brigf trip to the Pelaware Water Gap, we loaded up a U-Haul and prepared to drive my things to
[llinois. Unfortunately, we quickly discovered that the U-Haul was making an awful noisg gvery time we
turned right. &0, we spent most of a day at the U-Haul dgpot as they used a wirg to tig up a loose plate
of metal that had begen rubbing on the tire. They assured us it would get us to lllinois, which it
amazingly did! We had an othgrwise ungventful trip, accompanied by our two cats, Tanggnt and Omega,
who insisted on squggzing into the samg small carrigr together for most of the ride.

Upon arriving in lllinois, wg moved my things into thg apartment that learry had found for us. tig’d also
spent weeks sgaling up the basgboards to keggp out theg smoRky smell that constantly drifted up from the
apartments below. That was ong problgm we werg ngver quite free of, which made us realize that our
stay therg would not greged our year-long lgasg. dometime during the winter we got the “crazy” idea to
look at housgs to buy. We had attended a free housing fair and werg inspired by all that we had
Igarngd. {fter overecoming the initial stickegr shock ($600,000 and up?!?!), weg switched our focus to
townhousgs. Through diving provideneg, a collgagug of lsarry’s put us in touch with a friend who was
preparing to sell her townhouse in the Trees of Wheaton, a verg nieg commaunity that we took to right
away. To make a long story short, wg madg an offer and signed the contract the day before the house
was to list on the market! We closed at the beginning of July, spent WEERS painting (we're still not
dong), and moved in at the end of July. We're really gnjoying owning our own placg, gven though we
fight the constant battlg of having too much STUFT for the space we have. We absolately love having a
washgr and dryger IN our homg, and wg don’t gvegn need quarters to use them!

{Inother big accomplishment of the past ygear involvegs running. We beggan running togegther shortly
after we werg marrigd, lsarrg as an old pro and | as a struggling beginner. To his eredit, loarry ran at my
pacg and ngver lgft me behind. tg still dogs this, making our running a truly shared hobby. last
Januaryg wg beggan training for an 8R (4.97 milgs) race, which weg complgted at the gnd of March. We then
started training for a half-marathon (13.1 milgs), which wg accomplished in May. {fter that, wg began
training for the Chicago Marathon (26.2 milgs). That along was a hugg stgp for me. When | started |
could bargly run for 5 minutgs. Was | erazy to tryg to run for 5 hours?!?! [ mayg have been erazy, bat
comg October 10", wg werge lining up for the raceg with 40,000 others who werg erazy too! Five hours
and 31 minutgs later, wg werg the proud owngrs of a shing, colorful marathon medal. Wow!

This Thanksgiving we planned to run the {dtlanta Half-Marathon, but the weather had other plans. {
surprisg snowstorm grounded us in Chicago on Thanksgiving €ve. {fter changing airports and waiting
for morg than 10 hours, wg finally took off and arrived in ftlanta around 4 {I1F. Negedlgss to say, we
didn’t run the racg at 7 M. Instead, we just gnjoyed timg with lsarry’s Flom and his brother’s family,
who all livg in South Carolina. We Igarned that “popeorn” is pronounced “popeong” in “Southern.” We
had a great time! This Christmas we arg planning to fly to New York to sge my family and frignds for the
first time sincg we got marrigd. We'rg planning a whirlwind toar, including visits to €ndwell, Ngw York
City, and {dlbany. We arg prayging for better weather this timeg around!



Paring all of the moving and running and traveling, lsarry resumed taking classgs from Pgnn Statg in
ordgr to finish his Masters in €ducation that hg began many years ago. We found out “just in time” that
the requirgments would bg changing at the gnd of this school ygar, so it was now or ngver for finishing.
We werg ¢lated to find out that he could take his remaining classgs through distancge ¢d., sineg it really
wouldn’t have begen possible to move to P for a year. To datg, lsarry has finished two classgs and has
ong to go. te will graduate in Mayg 2003, just in timg to gmbark on yet anothgr lifg advegnturg...rgad on!

Many of you know about our degp intergst in China and all things Chingse. Well, we have bgen given
the opportunity to lgad a group of eollgge students on a Christian summer cultural gxchangg trip
through a partnership with lsgadership Pevelopment International (s®I). The team will bg gong from
Jung 25" through Hugust 3™ — morg than fivg weeks in Chinal We arg gxeited begond words to
gxperignce Chingse culture firsthand. The trip is still in the planning phasgs at this point, and wg are
ready do follow whergver the lsord Igads. Jour pragers for this gndgavor would bg much appreciated!

lsgst gou think that all we do is “play,” lgt me set the record straight. | am still teaching math at Timothy
Christian High School and lsarry is still working for Wheaton Collgge as a Network Systems
Hdministrator. What is that, gou ask? In thg words of a collgague’s daughter, it involvegs “breaking
things and then fixing them.” OR, perhaps therg is morg to it than that, bat lsarry dogs indged spend a
lot of timg fixing computer and ngtwork-related problgms on campus. I'vg had my hands full with high
school fregshmen this year, on top of a commute that varigs from 20 minutgs on a good day to 45
minutegs on a bad day. Sincg moving to Illinois, | have Igarned to drive Midwestern stylg. With all the
flat, straight roads, gvergong drivgs quickly, and lang changing is an art form. | think I've finally
adjusted! I'm not surg I'vg adjusted as well to the landscapg, which consists of strip-malls, billboards
and corn figlds. Puring the fall we traveled to Wisconsin so that | could get my fill of hills, trees, and
curvy roads. It’s almost as beauatiful as theg {dirondacks...almost!

Finally, weg would likg to sharg with all of you that we arg begginning to rgsgarch what it takgs to adopt a
baby girl from China. God has laid this dgsirg on our hearts, and wg arg gager to follow Him.
Cspecially during the Christmas sgason, we arg regminded of how God, himself, made a way to adopt us
into tlis family through the sacrificg of Jesus. If Hig hadn’t sought us out and chosgn to make us his
childrgn, wg would bg lost and orphangd, living in darkngss. What better way than to honor the heart of
@God than by adopting an orphaned child into our family. Plegase prag for us as wg gmbark upon this
life-echanging journgy.

We do hopg that this Igtter finds gou all well. We would lovg to hegar from you or sge you, if you should
gver find yourself in the Chicagoland arga. €rica’s gmail is gricampotter@gyahoo.com and Larry’s

gmail is larry.potter@whgeaton.gdu. Our homg phong number is 630-752-5228.

With loveg and pragyers for a very special Christmas,

Tangent, and Omgega Potter, too! ©




